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Created with the Smithsonian's National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI), Tales of the

People is a series of children's books celebrating Native American culture with illustrations and

stories by Indian artists and writers. In addition to the tales themselves, each book also offers four

pages filled with information and photographs exploring various aspects of Native culture, including

a glossary of words in different Indian languages.
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A beautifully illustrated and traditional story that any child or adult would love.This book is a keeper

for any family's library, exemplifying the simplistic way a traditional Native American oral story can

be applicable to these modern times.

Brave Wolf and the Thunderbird is a folktale about bravery.Brave Wolf was picked up one day by a

thunderbird. She was a concerned mother with a need to protect her birds from the monster.Brave

Wolf was super brave. With a calm demeanor, he kept asking the bird for more supplies. He worked

diligently and got the job done. Not knowing what to expect, the bird brought all the supplies like



asked until the river monster appeared. Without any hesitation, Brave Wolf defeated the monster

and everyone lived happily ever after.Sometimes all it takes is a good plan and some bravery to get

the job done.

Joe is one of my all time favorite people. He is well respected because he is a leader and a doer

never leaving a story or subject untold. Even at 100 hundred years of age he is still more articulate,

bright and witty than most of us ever will be. Love you Joe and thank you.

The message of hope conveyed by the sensitive ethnic illustrations make this work poignant not

only to the members of the American Indian culture but also to readers of many ethnic backgrounds.

While the colors and tones strike an immediate association with the unique southwestern colors of

that landscape, the universal message delivers an identifiable sentiment to persons from many

cultures. The symbolism depicted within the illustrations provoke thought even to the young reader

and questioning of one's own culture's use of symbols. Parallels are then easier to make about

similar symbols in a particular culture. Although unfamiliar with the Peoples Series, marketing of this

kind of work to early readers can only enhance the integration and feelings of universality that are

so sorely needed in our youth's literature.

My Ojibway adopted grandson loves this and I've read it to many school classes.
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